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ASF-ACESA ETC interoperability

First steps
toward ETC INTEROPERABILITY 

between France and Spain 
national systems
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ASF-ACESA Cooperation : Key Context

• Operation is coordinated on a large scale basis

• Cross border Corridor AP7 – A9 (10 Km section beside border ) is in a 
constrained environnement :

10 Kms beside border has almost 5% slope
Weather are frequently extrem (snow, wind, rain, etc.)

Number of accidents increase (due to these conditions)

Daily traffic up to 80,000 vehicles in peak period
Except on 2008-2009 (due to economic crisi) traffic increase permanently

8,8% growth of total traffic and 13% of heavy goods vehicles

• Transverse solutions improving operating activities are implemented
Traffic Monitoring and Management Solutions
Traffic Information Service through inter-connection traffic control centers

Different toll experiments was led both by acesa and ASF like PISTA project

• Cooperation between acesa and ASF is a current behaviour since more 
than 10 years
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ASF MOTORWAY NETWORK Key Figures and location

French toll motorway operator
Created 50 years ago, subsidiary 
of VINCI

5 228 Employees (womens 43%)

2,600 km of network in operation

Various Type of motorways : 
Urban, Interurban, long distance 
links, mountain and country 
context

400 556 EFC subscribers (light 
vehicles)

398 millions Toll transactions
€ 2 294 millions In revenues
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ACESA MOTORWAY NETWORK and location

Acesa Experiment
area

16 TollStations
accept TIS pl
tags

Acesa operate
540 kms

Subsidiary of 
Abertis
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ASF-ACESA ETC interoperability : network context

• Around 500 Kms : 350 in France and 150 in Spain

• Area Motorway network location between :
BARCELONA

MONTPELLIER

TOULOUSE

• Over French/Spanisch Border of « LE PERTHUS » (close to Perpignan)

• Toll Stations involved with interoperability capabilities are :
2 open toll facilities and 14 close toll facilities in Spain within motorways,

AP7North (La Jonquera / La Roca)
C33 (La Llagosta)

2 open toll facilities and 25 close toll facilities in France within motorways,
A9 (Montpellier / Le Perthus)
A61 (Narbonne / Toulouse)
A66 (Toulouse / Pamiers)
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Interoperability area & aims

Motorways length:
350 Km in France
150 Km in Spain

ETC crossing traffic border:
4,000 HGV/day F � S
3,000 HGV/day S � F

Motorways:
A9, A61, A66 in  France 
AP7, C33 in Spain

Objectives:
improve French/Spanish border traffic flow
offer an extended service for ETC Customers

HGV first :
VIA-T non financial issuers July 2009
VIA-T financial issuers March 2010
TIS PL issuers September 2009

Enlarge service, extend issuers & area end of 2010 
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Interoperability : acesa and ASF objectives

• Provide a better service to our clients.

• Prepare the full interoperability between France and Spain (~2011) 
and the future European interoperability EETS (~2013) with:

• one contract
• one OBU
• one invoice
• no monopoly from EETS issuers

• Promote the use of ETC in France and Spain offering an extended 
service.

• Build and Experiment an Interoperability Management that respect
national schemes VIA-T and TIS
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Interoperability : Main Principles ETC Scheme - 2004/52/EC reminder 

Subsidiarity, 

National current toll schemes and services will be kept

Non-discrimination, 
EETS users shall not be discriminated by current toll systems

Break-up of existing monopolies, 
For issuing contracts

VAT refunds 
Have to be solved by toll charger

EETS will be an additional service,
To existing national or local ETC systems

ETC process identify four separate roles
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Interoperability : National ETC Systems

PISTA transaction

TIS-PL transaction

HEAVY GOODS 
VEHICLES

Liber’t transaction

LIGHT

VEHICLES

SPAINFRANCE
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Interoperability : Participants in the test phase 

RESSA, CEPSA, 
SERVISA, 
LA-CAIXA

Axxès, DKV, Eurotoll, 
Total

ISSUERS

Selected

TOLL CHARGERS

SPAINFRANCE
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VIA-T acceptance Scheme on ASF interoperable network
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TIS PL acceptance Scheme on acesa interoperable network
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ASF-ACESA : ETC interoperability Milestones

• 2005 � ASF and ACESA settlement in order to improve security, service 
level, customer information and traffic conditions particularly around
Spanish/French border
• 2007 � ASF and BIDEGI  agreement for a reciprocity acceptance of tags 
for cars/lights vehicles (main stream daily commuters, with up to 70,000 
transactions/month)
• 2007 � ACESA and SANEF did a sample of HGV tags to check technical
feasibility for ETC interoperability
• July 2008 ASF and ACESA agreement that launched interoperability
management roles following scheme/guideline design by CESARE IV
• 2nd half year 2008 call for tenders to issuers, negociations

• June 2009 3 non financial VIA-T issuers (Ressa, Servisa and Cepsa) 
accepted on ASF

• September 2009, 4 TIS PL issuers (Axxès, Eurotoll, DKV, Total) accepted
on Acesa

• Early 2010, financial VIA-T issuer (La Caixa) will be accepted on ASF
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Interoperability Standpoint : Interoperable ETC Towards EETS

• Political will be necessary to launch EETS 

• There are not good or bad ETC schemes
each of them are legitimate by its context 

• What we have to do is 
Respect all contexts in a local or national area
Bring just what we have to add on the national system  

Consider that the OBU is a very secure mean of payment

Refuse to break down one of national scheme

Do what you can do with the data stored in OBU   
EETS is an additional service of national ETS 

• We have to build a win to win scheme 
The acesa-ASF interoperability project is a study case (in order to experiment 

how we may doing EETS between Spain and France)
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Interoperability Standpoint : Next steps
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